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gest book importer.

Next year the BIBF will be held
from 30th August to 3rd September.
The exhibition area will cover 43,000
sq metres, and Mexico will be the
Country of Honour. The 2010 BIBF
will have exhibitions on periodicals,
children’s books, cartoons and ani-
mation; digital publishing, print on
demand and high-quality printing
products as well as the rights centre.

Director of BIBF management
office and vice-president of CNPIEC
Zhang Jichen says: “For 2010 BIBF,
participants can expect more and
better activities such as the Beijing
International Publishing Forum, 10
+ 10 Publishing Seminar, Business
Meals, Translation Seminars and
Publishing Trade Matches. In the
meantime Mexico, the Country of
Honour, will hold various exhibitions
and activities related to writers, pub-
lishing, art and more.”

GALLE LITERARY FESTIVAL

Forget sloshing around a field in
Wales; one of the world’s most glam-
orous literary festivals will be happen-
ing in Sri Lanka from the 27th to the
31st January. The Galle Literary Festi-
val, which takes places at the historic
fort of Galle, a Unesco World Heritage
site, will include the following writ-
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ers: Ian Rankin, Michelle de Kretser,
Mohammed Hanif, Claire Tomalin,
Michael Frayn, Wendy Cope, Antony
Beevor, Sarnath Banerjee and Shyam
Selvadurai. For the first time the 2010
festival will also include an extra day
of events dedicated to local school
children.

NEW DELHI

The Nation-
al Book
Trust of
India organ-
ises about
40 fairs
annually and the New Delhi World
Book Fair, which is held every two
years, is the Indian sub-continent’s
biggest and most important book
fair. This year’s fair saw an exhibi-
tion area of 46,200 sq metres, with
2,172 stalls for 1,343 exhibitors from
17 countries.

The 2010 fair will run from the
30th January to the 7th February,
with Moscow as Guest of Honour.
The theme of the fair, “Reading for
Common Wealth”, will be show-
cased by an International Rights
Exhibition on books on Sports in
India, tying in with New Delhi’s
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hosting of the Commonwealth
Games in October 2010.

DUBAI INTERNATIONAL
CHILDREN’S BOOK FAIR

The annual Dubai International Chil-
dren’s Book Fair (DICBF) aims to
position itself as the “Bologna” of the
Arab World and next year’s fair will
take place from 3rd to 10th February
over a 60,000 sq metres space. High-
lights of the 2010 DICBF include
“The Reader Development Confer-
ence”, the 100 Title Programme and
an Illustrators’ Exhibition.

Jamal Al Shehhi, c.e.o. of the
DICBF, says: “Knowledge is a
crucial component for the Arab
World to empower our future lead-
ers and to unlock new possibilities
and opportunities for sustainable
growth and socio-economic devel-
opment. The Dubai International
Children’s Book Fair is among vari-
ous long-term strategic initiatives,
established by the Mohammed Bin
Rashid Al Maktoum Foundation,
that aim to support youth develop-
ment by enhancing the quality of
children’s literature, which will
ultimately help develop the reading
habits and cultivate the thirst for
knowledge of the Arab youth.”
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